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(2) Be designed to be deployed, its
controls actuated, or its antenna erect-
ed, each by a single action task which
can be performed by either hand;

(3) Meet the requirements in §§ 80.1053
(a)(4) through (a)(8) and (b) through (i)
of this part;

(4) Class S EPIRBs may provide ei-
ther continuous or intermittent oper-
ation. If the EPIRB is designed for
intermittent operation, the duty cycle
must be from 50 to 60 per cent and the
period two minutes plus or minus 12
seconds. In either event, the EPIRB
must meet the power output character-
istics described in § 80.1053(a)(8) of this
part;

(5) If testing of an EPIRB with Coast
Guard coordination is not possible,
brief operational tests are authorized
provided the tests are conducted within
the first five minutes of any hour and
are not longer than three audio sweeps
or one second whichever is longer;

(6) Have a designation that indicates
it is a ‘‘Class S’’ EPIRB.

(e) Applications for type acceptance
must include a letter from the manu-
facturer stating that the EPIRB meets
the requirements in paragraphs (b) and
(d), or (c) and (d) of this section.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 56
FR 11517, Mar. 19, 1991]

§ 80.1061 Special requirements for
406.025 MHz EPIRBs.

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions in
paragraph (b) of this section, 406.025
MHz EPIRBs must meet all the tech-
nical and performance standards con-
tained in the Radio Technical Commis-
sion for Maritime Services document
titled ‘‘RTCM Recommended Standards
for 406 MHz Satellite Emergency Posi-
tion-Indicating Radiobeacons
(EPIRBs)’’ dated July 31, 1987, with edi-
torial updates of December 31, 1987
(RTCM Recommended Standards). This
RTCM document is incorporated by ref-
erence in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a). The document is available for
inspection at Commission headquarters
in Washington, DC or may be obtained
from the Radio Technical Commission
for Maritime Services, Post Office Box
19087, Washington, DC 20036.

(b) The 406.025 MHz EPIRB must con-
tain as an integral part a ‘‘homing’’
beacon operating only on 121.500 MHz

that meets all the requirements de-
scribed in the RTCM Recommended
Standards document described in para-
graph (a) of this section. The 121.500
MHz ‘‘homing’’ beacon must have a
continuous duty cycle that may be in-
terrupted during the transmission of
the 406.025 MHz signal only. Addition-
ally, at least 30 percent of the total
power emitted during any transmission
cycle must be contained within plus or
minus 30 Hz of the carrier frequency.

(c) Prior to submitting a type accept-
ance application for a 406 MHz radio-
beacon, the radiobeacon must be cer-
tified by a test facility recognized by
one of the COSPAS/SARSAT Partners
that the equipment satisfies the design
characteristics associated with the
measurement methods described in Ap-
pendix B of the RTCM Recommended
Standards.
Additionally, the radiobeacon must be
certified by a test facility recognized
by the U.S. Coast Guard to certify that
the equipment complies with the U.S.
Coast Guard environmental and oper-
ational requirements associated with
the test procedures described in Appen-
dix A of the RTCM Recommended
Standards. Information regarding the
recognized test facilities may be ob-
tained from Commandant (G–MVI),
U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20593–0001.

(1) After a 406.025 MHz EPIRB has
been certified by the recognized test fa-
cilities the following information must
be submitted in duplicate to the Com-
mandant (G–MVI), U.S. Coast Guard,
2100 2nd Street SW., Washington, DC
20593–0001:

(i) The name of the manufacturer or
grantee and model number of the
EPIRB;

(ii) Copies of the certificate and test
data obtained from the test facility
recognized by a COSPAS/SARSAT
Partner showing that the radiobeacon
complies with the COSPAS/SARSAT
design characteristics associated with
the measurement methods described in
Appendix B of the RTCM Rec-
ommended Standards;

(iii) Copies of the test report and test
data obtained from the test facility
recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard
showing that the radiobeacon complies
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with the U.S. Coast Guard environ-
mental and operational characteristics
associated with the measurement
methods described in Appendix A of the
RTCM Recommended Standards; and

(iv) Instruction manuals associated
with the radiobeacon, description of
the test characteristics of the radio-
beacon including assembly drawings,
electrical schematics, description of
parts list, specifications of materials
and the manufacturer’s quality assur-
ance program.

(2) After reviewing the information
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section the U.S. Coast Guard will issue
a letter stating whether the radio-
beacon satisfies all RTCM Rec-
ommended Standards.

(d) A type acceptance application for
a 406.025 MHz EPIRB submitted to the
Commission must also contain a copy
of the U.S. Coast Guard letter that
states the radiobeacon satisfies all
RTCM Recommended Standards, a
copy of the technical test data, and the
instruction manual(s).

(e) An identification code, issued by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), the United
States Program Manager for the 406.025
MHz COSPAS/SARSAT satellite sys-
tem, must be programmed in each
EPIRB unit to establish a unique iden-
tification for each EPIRB station. With
each marketable EPIRB unit the man-
ufacturer or grantee must include a
postage pre-paid registration card
printed with the EPIRB identification
code addressed to: NOAA/NESDIS,
SARSAT Operations Division, E/SP3,
Federal Building 4, Washington, DC
20233. The registration card must re-
quest the owner’s name, address, tele-
phone number, type of ship, alternate
emergency contact and include the fol-
lowing statement: ‘‘WARNING—failure
to register this EPIRB with NOAA be-
fore installation could result in a mon-
etary forfeiture being issued to the
owner.’’

(f) To enhance protection of life and
property it is mandatory that each
406.025 MHz EPIRB be registered with
NOAA before installation and that in-
formation be kept up-to-date. There-
fore, in addition to the identification
plate or label requirements contained
in §§ 2.925, 2.926 and 2.1003 of this chap-

ter, each 406.025 MHz EPIRB must be
provided on the outside with a clearly
discernable permanent plate or label
containing the following statement:
‘‘The owner of this 406.025 MHz EPIRB
must register the NOAA identification
code contained on this label with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) whose address is:
NOAA, NOAA/SARSAT Operations Di-
vision, E/SP3, Federal Building 4,
Washington, D.C. 20233.’’ Vessel owners
shall advise NOAA in writing upon
change of vessel or EPIRB ownership,
transfer of EPIRB to another vessel, or
any other change in registration infor-
mation. NOAA will provide registrants
with proof of registration and change
of registration postcards.

(g) For 406.025 MHz EPIRBs whose
identification code can be changed
after manufacture, the identification
code shown on the plate or label must
be easily replaceable using commonly
available tools.

[53 FR 37308, Sept. 26, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 11517, Mar. 19, 1991; 59 FR 35269, July 11,
1994]

Subpart W—Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System
(GMDSS)

SOURCE: 57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

This subpart contains the rules appli-
cable to the Global Maritime Distress
and Safety System (GMDSS). Every
ship of the United States subject to
part II of title III of the Communica-
tions Act or the Safety Convention
must comply with the provisions of
this subpart. The rules in this subpart
are to be read in conjunction with the
applicable requirements contained
elsewhere in this part; however, in case
of conflict, the provisions of this sub-
part shall govern with respect to the
GMDSS. For the purposes of this sub-
part, distress and safety communica-
tions include distress, urgency, and
safety calls and messages.

NOTE: No provision of this subpart is in-
tended to eliminate, or in anyway modify,
other requirements contained in this part
with respect to part II of title III of the Com-
munications Act.
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